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Bapdlws OsmeiTenasuienet HenL (LPENMBLILIBES6UHMBHT60T

BENL (LPenBLLIGSHH60 GLIT(Lpens

B &OFTeTeNHMW  HEOL (LPedBLUILGSHSID alLwibd o wy WL Heorer Cahdlw OBBILLIGESHIH0
G(ROeuTEINSl6 VDTS  DIGWL [HHIOBT6TEMILIL aNBLILSIL 6T Fpleu] UTHISTUL Qewmum’ G
FHLLBIBMET  QHRISMEILILSBESGID  LelL]  IRIGHMSBESGHID DieUBenB  DITTFMHISH G 65
SIMHSHI HLLMOLILBEMID DL (LPedBLILIGSHSHINSBSD CUIHILTRISHTS OFwBLBLD.

G FAmpieuy utgiETly CsmeimEsSTal CEBILILGSHHD G-

®5Cxh5w  FHLHmSH  BOLWmBLULUGSSHID  elLwd o wy Wi OpBIuubGHSH60
GoeuteplenTed  GoBumyensy  GFlILGeuSIL &1 CaHFlw WL GHFleoTar  HemeveuOTT(HeuT
sTUuTengmed  @mba HoBCaumBml HrsHHev OFwmuBeuty (Femalugd] oievevdl LIFHLD]).
waefl] wBBID Fpel] Sieed SmFF e CFweoTen] BH6 HemevauJTd CFWBLBHeGIL 6T
FOUBSIULL  HHW  OBBID  LOTSHT60T SImFHHHe6  CFWLeOTOTTHEHLD  cJenentil
gbubsSILLL HCralL WL L HFHleoren o SHHCUTSHSHHTHEHD FIOLHSLILLL L LISHHIENBEHEM6N
BOL(WemBLUUGSSHINSBEG UTBILILTES QFwBuGea]. Gxhdw  Fpeu] UTHISTIL  SIEDLOF S
waefl] WLBBID el DieIcoDeT SimFHeT FTILIe0 BdHESHpmel Fnl HaUSBSHLD DIFH6i
CFWETHSSHHMGLD RHSHTMF QULPRIGLD.

OBRPILILGSSHO GWalBE OCFHTHOBHILL auflET L6ed WHBEBID GHSHIMPLIL]  CULDEIG6USHBSTET
Byew) S

fpieuy urgisTUIBsTer CahFw CFWed H L HH6aT GBHCHTeNHEHEHSWD BbHdH CETeTend
FLLBHHDBGWD gHieuter aumauisd BhdH CFLOSHL L SHHmer HeOL (WeBLILIGSHSHIMBBELD
SOSTMIILSBSLD  gaaumargid Capflw  dpeuy gty — SiFHsTraFemuulenmed
Fal_ L LILI(B S SIBHILDT 60T Camle0mIL LI [BIL| 6001 H6m6TT D (OF:1 50 MOE () GUITgeor

SIMLICUTSIN 2 (HeuTdhSLUILIBLD.

fpey urgsTiyssTear Caflw CFwWeOFHL L SHISHTH FLL BLD

fpiey urgismy OTLjutar Cxpdw GFwed JHlLHmd alBSHUTEGaG LBl
aUPST L 60

Gxpdlw Fmeuy UTHISTIY DHSTIFOL  0H6MT OBEBID  FBIGUTHET  alleUBTHIS ETh BT 60T
smwFdler Fmjiled CadFlw HApeu] umrgHsTIy OFHTLIUTE Chflw OFWeLHIL L GLoTesTnsienent
al(pSHHWLTEGUSBEG  augdHwelliysensn  CoBosTeTouBIL T AeialWHaed  LleTeuHLd

AUNBTL L 60H6T LNTUBBLILIBLD.
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1y

2)

3)

4)

5)

OhsH OFBTEMMBHUNGT  (PIDSHBTEOHHWULD 2 6TeuThidd:  CETeTend aIensuied
(PHEUTOUH 5 QUBLBIBEHSHSTR  Apieu] uTgIsTIY  OFHTLJLleomer Gxhdw GFuied
SHLLID augaumSEEILBSIL 6T DIBSHD 5 UMIBHEHSHETEH OFWOHL LD iFHenent

SIbHH wBBIETH Carfw GFwed FHLGHFHamed uFHeSG GaFuwLBLD.

fmieuy urgismiy uBpslw CaFw GFwedd L Fpeujsefer UTHISTIL LOBBID
SIITHEHHHTE  [HeLAUTDE] DSHSBIL6T Crddlwiorer Slal(hHs & euBBIL 66T
GBIQUWITE DI606VEH LDMB(LPHLOTS  GHRLMLUISTS SDLSIQU  DlmarsHd Bahdlw
OBBID TSI DIEDDFHSHET  FHeneNISHEMMISET  LOBHID gl  DJF

Bleuamiseie Seualluib FTibhs 2 L Sn(hHemel 2 TNl SHWSTE DIeHLOU|LD.

Cxpdlw HApiu] uTHSTIY SiFHamgean @Qbs Oameamsuled GUUUIL UL (BeiTer
CamiuthaeEndEd® BmFbaTE@ amsuled OCFUBHIL L HHBHTET  SHieUTHNS
2 L gamisemen algalmlilsBg CuoB@UiiilL SI7F HneuamieenhdH@ OSTHe0HmIL L L

2 HalHmeTUD RSHITEHFHMENUILD UPHIGLD BLYHNHHMET GLoBO\BTETEHL.

Fmieuy urgisTiy GaTLjurer Chdlw GFwedFHL LD UflenToddid@ o L LGS SImSTet
@b Osweipmpwres SoUUSILET B udsIuy FHulad Swm sy FHlulleib
URSHUTL(H  HBeuahsebl ol Qemenbdl al(hHHWTSESILUGL. EH6T  cLevLDTS
GupLeTalevTer SFWHUBSIUL L  SIULSEHL 6T FBLBUSHET (el 2 (HeuThalLBS s
STl @ QILWITES @G DMOUSTe0 @ HeT cLpeoTs  allenenales el wiiuyiiLy
B@ID Fébpeol@ SHatmwulea STIaIoTe @hs CFwuapemB @b (WLCLTEEGET6N
CFWEIPMBUITS DML BT 2 L SBIQUITS  GHITE DB B DIeveH BbHD
CeweipempBuLar  FOUGUSBE SWIITs  Geauemigwl  Heweoullsd @6l ailwib
SIMFFHH6IT OBBILD Hewewhsenmibeiled QHhHH OHTLRGMUDHTES NS GBI

o] urgsTUUIBSTET CHFW CFwed FHLD DRSHTIHIHBETEHAD HML (PenMBLI

LUBSSIUSBHTT a6l HISHL BHETHAD DIMDFFTNaUSE FLOTLILNSSLILIBLD.
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Seomiemauled Fpeujsenen LTHSTHGWL AL wSHMS FTIHD

BLGUIQ HMBHEHSBTE  (LATEIFINOLILBSSLILIL L SHINBEH6IT

BAevmimauisd FplauTsenem LTHISTHGH0D QUTHLG CHmeuTd DIeNLOBGIBSHTET  LITSHT6TLOT60T
(WaTaIflemILGSHISILLL  FHeopsenen  ChrFlw  Osmetens  CuomBsmer ST (HE @B
Beieumprer  (WTaIfleNILGSHISLILLL  HEOBHT Slewiendster  Chdw  CFwmmiLib,
Bleveurmisefledr Wenmuley LOBMILD H6UbHSHTUIE OFWLIGI(LLDBEHET BB 261 TH  E6EI
STTLILIL(BeTTenedl. e6lGeuT(h (LP&TEIflemILBSHSILL L HienBHeMeID 6Jenaiul HienBaereid
SBOUTEHI HOL (PemBUled o 6Tem LOBEILD  THTHTEVHEH0  HEOL (LPeBLILGBSHSLILIL all(HbS 613
alfleutest  OQFwBUThBmET GeaThsTanid allwb @bHs OFTeTme PaIMISHD GBSHH
emeusBLILILBeTen  FApieu] uTgHsTIL eTLjuter Ghdw QFWFHILLSHmS al(hHHWTHEGLD

Cewepenpuller e 1 GBGsTeTemiLGLD.
. dpeuy urgismiiBsTten Bpieuer Fahuleomer gBUTHEM6T 6UgVIaYL (HFH60

a. dpieu] urgieTIIBsTe DFFTRGHH T CFWBLTHHEM6T  HewISHTNLILSBEGLD
QHRISMEILSBGHLD 2 WTIOL L SHFH60Ter  Sienb&FaidbalenLulleorer GuUTS(Lpemm

Q&TMB  HTLIEHH60

b. @eaiGeuTm oL L $FHeulld QuTBIIGUBSLILL BeiTer Fmieuiy UTGISTLIL
CaFwBUTGHmeT  HOL(PMBLLGSHHID aILWSHHBEG @SHHIMWPLL]  aUPHIGLD
CurmpL@® Gxpdlw, wrsmewr, el L, LFCss wBmid &ymo Caeneuwimery Lifley
LOL_ LTI (6Theb S emL_ Ul guitb LOL_ LRI 6ThH b (&H 6B 6D LWIeDIBIS) Y3
SHmBHEHHH MLUTe0Tar Hmislenenili GUITMS(WenBEHMmeT HTLNEHSH60

C. uemisde SILIQLIL HlEneVHM6NT DML HMED HBHHHE0 EUMSLIOUTEBILIL] LOBM®ID
GOBBHITLIL BLIYSHMBHMET ©_ BIHILBGHHIH0 @RHHIMPLILTen6T aUsvIeNL (HFHe0
Crevoumpeailenr  alewardhHmerr  LBBID  almenSHHBener o FFIOUL HHBE
o WisSaIHeo Curers  elLwmisemenr  CoBOsTeTERd  QUTHLG  Fmleud
UTGISTUUL 6T OFHTLILDL W  BpeuemiseT oBpid o S5HCWTHs w6 e
uFLTERISMETUID Usnidamenuid GgHeMeu®BHHIH60.

d. Apieuy uTEIBTIY (WOBENIE6T alen6eNHABEIATUIHS aImBUTed CHTIOBLIGLD
QuTHLB STeILBD s Lemwli FHluleomer $HmLseEnhdhG UFSTID STamibd
alemsuied Gxpdlwl, wrsmewt, wmeul L oB@Ib LIJ6sHsF OFwevs DU L SHledeimen
UIMISUITL L TETTT & @ThL 63T &60HHTCLTF GG Fmieuiy UMTGHISTLIL FMbS
BremeausEpdaTar  Hruel FoHuleomer gBUTHSHMET  OBIFTMIDSHSHE0  LOBHID

1061 L_6WLDGH SH60.
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€. FApiyl uemiisemen SBpIDd OIF o GHCWTHSHTHelar CHTLHOHI LI SHBB6L,
HMBMD  oBpId OpTHed  FHuleomenr 2 WITe|HEHEHEBTET UL 6UMBSHEIT
GurepeuBens  GCUBGSHHIUSHET 261 THeD FpieuT UTHISTIL  FLDLHSLOT 60T
UFTSHHTHIS 6T CFwBUBHSHHID Fmriy SHMBENLOWIBB
o HHCWTHHHTHeMBHID  Speneiuilergid FoubsiulL  uuiBd  oBpD
FiaFHemeHHe0  opFweuBens  al(pSHHOFUINHET e THeD  FpleuT

UTGISTULNen6eT QHTLH60MTERTNLOSGHLLIB &HHIH6V.

f. Amieuy urssmiy Fbubsorer G  BEID WTSTET  aIFe|0Feve HI L
RHHEHHMET ML (WmBLULBHHE0 6Uend WLBBID QFWBUT.(H eums Lslul

Sl uiled HewIL5860.

0. Fmpeuy urtgsTiy  CFwBuTGaERSG  Gurdwene  eugeOFee  FHiL
RHHSEBHH6T cpeold HHWILLLGeamS 2 BIFILGSHSHIH60.

h. fpieuy ursETIy BFmaudbEhHHTRT CUETSHE SLBBEL, CUTHIGHL Lo les

ABHGHOBHS SHIMB6T LOBEBID HeenLoDH6MeT Heneudemen LeTule GFu1%5e0

. dpeu] uTEHSTIYLST OFHTLJUeDL Ul FOWTET 10U L GHEH60  LIewiwImBnIs e
Geueeumflwumen  BpeuemibepLer CHdw omsment wreul L wBmid  LIp6sha
wLLSHeorerr  opaThis  CFmeusemen  LWIBIH  W0ES  euensuied
RUHRISMEILSBSGHD  @SHSHIMPLILImT  gBRUBSBHIUSBGSGLOTET  GTsl(enm
s HMiSs CLILGSHSIHN

1. dpeuj urgisTiL a1 OBTLIYmLW FLL KIS, CHTeTienssen BHID @UBIEGLUGSHH0
FlLamBmem enmuley OCFUIHN, LUBHIIISHSHD, BLoTOBHTHHH0 © (HauTdEGHIH60
IoBEID BUIBBIHE)

a. Gevmiensuied dmeu] uTHISTI e  GobUBGSHHID OQUTHLG  FLLMIS6IT
CBTETENHH6IT, RUBIGUBHHO  FLLBHIBHET SLFWaIBmB emui6)
CuluaB@d UHIIIUSBGSGD OrHd  CFUugBSL 2 (HeuTdhEHaSHBESLWD
BuIBBIISBSGHD CHemeUWITET BL 6UQHMBHMeN DTIDLISHH0 OBBID HBOUTH
BOL (empuiled o 6t CFWSI(PenBHMmeT  alenIa LIBSHHIH0. Ealaill uidhde0
Uealeumld  alLWbiseT o _6lenTdl G(HdbHbImBID 6THUSHILGT  elaill b
BauBmISG WIHHTD WL GUUGSSUILILL G Dl6L6v. SleweuiTalet : Fpeu] H)
UTgISTIY FULLD, (et ieTenenliLiheu LIFMOfLL wBpId SIlelmhss Csteiens,
ompptiugmofliy OsTLjuTer Gameiend UTSHSSILGLD Fpeuyseier LTI

LOBILD (PBTEMLDSHSBIAILD g meor QULDBITL_19 61T Fmieuy LTIy
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PoleueamiseEpsater  Chdlw o Ffiod ek  SenaBsTe0seT  BL Faurm
Blemeoulled o 6iten Ll6TenenEsEhHETRN LSFFBHS HETNLDHM6T [BFeroruiisi
arer CarFw eufESTL L e0&H6T OBHBHY DIELVH DUF] Henevsefer GCuTg
fpeufsenen  UTHISTILSBSTRT  ChHFlw QUOBTUI9H6T  FmIeUTHETHL 66T
UenTWTBBISEB  DImAHSH DJF  LemIWTL SEhoH@GI0Ter  Fpeu] LTSS
CBBl(LpedBaHECHTMa.

b. fpeuiseper CoIouimes UMILTBBRISEB DmaIHH TF 2 GHHCWTHSH
SHI®6l  BmId  uemlwm seflest o emaluled UBBIW  SLITUIHSHNHEVISBEGLD
Sujseier  Uaeenlenw  uumuibs  SSlusBGLTar  LWaIBIg  WdHe
BOLPODB @D SIS0

C. Bevmensulen FmbHdH GUPEHIHIGET BBID Femell FIOLHSLILLL  GHLO6NLD6YH6IT
upplw  &ywworer  WenmWieysefer cweold Uflbgiemyalenet CQUBMISHOSTeNmIH
fpufsepLer  QHTLIUMLW FLLMIG6T WLBBID OBTETNSHDH6NT  6UEGHDHHLI

UbSeme ereUSHemen 2 1BIs6FUIgH60

d. QzTeTen®®eT WBBID FULBSET HOL(WPOBLULUGSHHID ol wid  eeleurs)
fpiaujseiear sumpailer g STEEHHMS GBUBHHIDRBSH  cleTHemenT LS
ST SlgliewLufeomer  Wenmuleydbeilenst  &lywowmer  (pewmpuled  Glopm
CameTendHe0 @FHen cpeolond  WSFABHS CUBICUBIFmeT  FLIQHCHTETEHLD
CuTRLB oIrF o HHCWTHHSHTHEHD CETeTemnd MGSLUTETTHEHD FLL LD
UGLIBUIT(HEG LD S|6)T & 61T 60T OB T6ITeN&HBHEMEITULD QD& BHHIGHEM6ITILLD

CamLyFdwuns (perGamBmid eumuiliL] S (halemg

e. dpaujser wBEBID GGHURSTET UTHISTIY B UrsHsHCwssd SHeienoemul
o BHUILGSSHID CUIGBLG QuESOBBSI(wenB  FTibhd  UHSTL L 0HEHEES
OMFHOBTWHSGD aumBUled G Joum Hemeouled o 6ierm  LNeTen6ndHelT Fihd
CuUDIBUBIBMET FHeWBTWNHH0 2 6iefll L Slemediddl WL Lmiseler  dmieu
UTHISTLIL  (LPeOBeOOSeme  FMheH Diwadd CFemeussl  OHTLILTSA|D
(WaHFBwiorer  QFweTBBINd  SFLgHemen LB euenSLILIGSHSLILIL L SHT6
B 6| HEN6IT &TLOLOT 60T (pemBuiled G aifldbaLILIBHEIMSHUID L@&GUIUmULI6)
CaulwiuGaumBHWD 2 BIFILGSHHIH60

f. Groveusellasi srdhemsd QHTLFFHwTs  GobuBHHID OQuUIGBLEG  ysTer

oIS EHEGNMC  opfley  (PEHTMWHHIOID  OBBID  SBBENGHSHTET
(LPEDBENLDHENGTULD  [HEDL (LPENBHMETUID  HTLIHFH60
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1.  eaefided umHluemLuyd MHeneouled o eiten LeiTenenseaiet euTpbensuier g
CaTLIFFwnrs UTTHITONST HTHSHMS GBUBSS aUHSEIB HABTE 2 BISHILGSHSLI
ulL effisaimrlugbaTer WwBIFyemwLLEmen SHIfISUILGHHISHE0

a. Fpeuisendd SBOUTH SR gBUBSHGHIQU I WIMISMET  SIGBBN3IeISH60
oa_mHad Fmleu] dmmenife] 0éHs wBmId Fneu] Crulss HEDL (LPENBEHM6TT
BHEOL (LPeOBLLGSHSHIHET 261 THald UTHSSIULL HpleuTset Wem LTSHSHSLILIG
AUMSUID  FULGHHIL T  (WpFewiuml (B Hleweoulled o 6itenm  LN6TeneTSHemETULD
GBpalwed B  (WoBLSGHeT  Fpeu] sl FwmsaTd  DHBHGLWD

eTemenasemenuid uBBlw el wkigenen el SHaHIenTu|HIgeir.

b. dpeuiser oibHwureudlwioBp Bimeuer FHuleomer LFTORIET Sp Meudbsll
uBeugpeaTed GCaHTaIpID HRGImeNT HBHHH HBISHID BHSDFFSHI L mise6l
BB HeuaisHmd Copl HmFdhEd B BGF QFONID HHDFFSHI L Mms6T, HID
Wdbs wrmp  ugmofiidener  PhIGSHD DSBHILaT  FpeuTseT  sudHaill
ugmofiinled  emeudbslilL  Geuewngul FhHHTULMISTNID E6IUTBTS  [HDI6U6THI
&H61fleL LeiTeme6T B 6IT M6USBLILIB S SIBSHIT60T BHTVHMD BuIeTmBee)]
GOBLUUSBGSD  SieleunBrer Gl miseafed LFTOfiiLy BpBId © Sl 6UpkIFHSH60
FOUBSLOTE BYhHHDHInQU BHGMBHS SHICLMID LJHd OFwiiLbS ama
aRLMSULD  BuiciiBerne) alewgaled BHBeuaIHHe0 EmbH - LleTenendener
SISHBOBIGUMHSU|D  LITHISTUIUTET  GHBLL  GHlPeS@GH6T  DIV6VGH  F(LPSHTUI
SlgliienL_uileomeot IENCERIRY et B memTLILISHBEGLD BLOUIYHMB
GuposTaTen LGS ama  saUHmen 2 BIHILGHHIUSBSWD  BL6UIQDHMBHDHEI

GuoposmeTemiLGeHe0 GeuewiBL.

C. QuTmpHsWTRT 2 FHalsmen eUPRIGD CUTHBLEG GOBLLU  DESHHTSH6T,
FOAIWSHO 2 el weufsHer LFflwTEeT, BBID el LIMIGHUTL L T6 61 eor
BB  allhiHd CFUsBE e FMLESHIMQUL EeVHE MEUSHBLILILL
OmLUIBH6T LBBID HEDFHASHLRISET o6 TH FUPSHTU S L MIOLILGHSE
o 6MBen LBSHHIL HMRISHHDHEG 2 6TeNMTHGH0 LUTHSSIULL  FpleuTaHer
SHAUNCUTHHHIHESG 2 6TeNMTEdHmlgul  auTWILILE6T  CUITEIBeMe)  FLDLIHSHLOTE

Al whisemer allfldHHIenTURIS6T.

d. Gamfeus@ LeobGLWmHD Beved gHUGD GUTEID LebOLIWTISBE (LPETET(HID
HeobQuWTH S  FhaHIIUSHeID  Leobouwifhs  LIeen(hd  gBUL Sanlgul
UTSHISTIY @B Jeurmld  [BlemeodeT  FOUbBSLOTE  WLHUIIG OFuIgh  SHewiliy
BLAIGHmBHmET GoBOsTen(h USBOFLBLTGHMmET QUITHHHLOTET (Lenmuiled

GuomOsmeiTEepd GUTHL(B  LeoGUWTLMTHEHGH@GHID  DleuTHEhenLul LisTener

23



Cadflw Amyeur Lrgsriiy G&Tsrens

BHEHHSGHID 2 MBI 1960 6TEhFUNHBGHID JmadTl GBHU  DIRIHSHHTHETHEHGLD

QUTHSHHLOTET 2 HATNHMET 2 (HEUTEGHMBIHEIT

e. aiguled o eiten  FBleuTHel FIOUHSIONS Hleveyld UTHISTIL FDUBSILL L
BL U Hlemeudemen HERIILSBGWD OTB3 auPUT6eOTeT UTDHMS  (LPDBEHE
SIUTHMET  HMFH(HLLUSBHTeT U (LPedBHM6T  al(hHd  OFUleuFHBEGLD
SIeVeVGH MBI (Wewpuileomer  LITofly  gBuThEdamen  GLBOSTeTeUSHBES D
SBBeUISHTT  uTUILILBmeT  QUBBISCSTELUSBGWD  eurlIliLef&aoanigul

BHDFHHH L RIS 2 (THeUTHGMIB6T.

f. Sevmemasuled Gursevser GuIfayse GuTEB GChHBHlY HoalseremGe
uTAHSSILLL Leienendeaflen LTSHISTIL FDUBSILULL DIFFBISHHE0 [HeNeVHEN6T
U SleufEeT  SIFFHSTUUSH  BhhHEH 56T QUHEUSBETR  DLBBEN6V
gBUBHHS OFTeTeuSBSGHLD goHauTer el wmsamen uBpsl  aNfigsienTsaEn

QUTBL(B (PNBEMLOSBMEMUD (L6aTOTBHLILIEMETUID  6UaVI6 L (HHIS6IT

0. @GwuUD FWPSHTWID LOBBID HBeue &L LMLILS6TN60 EUIGOTENLOW|L 6T Fnlgul
NeTenensend@ gnubdan  SHealgGurshd yUpsdsenill WLHBBID  6Jemerul
augeumiseeurer HuiGHsmen allflGHHmILILSBEG CHemeuwmer (LPerberBLILISHm6rT
Al(hSHBHWITSHGHMBISH6.

h. euehgsEaL SHFH6e0 WBEBID 10& GOTFOTET UIQeISHSHETET ST 60H6IT o _6iTerl L
Smahdl alssHeviorer Fpeuy eampuid grihs LgFfmensamen HbHHI
PRISSIUSBGD SSBETE  UHBOFUBUTE UBBIUSBSD Qe uibsemen
6UaVIGY L (HMIGHENT.
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National Policy on Child Protection 2017

Introduction

Scope:

The National Policy on Child Protection 2017-2027 provides the overall framework of goals,
guiding principles and values, policy goals and main strategies that can be adopted to ensure
that all children are protected from all forms of abuse, neglect and other forms of maltreatment
and harm. The policy also describes the proposed principles and institutional arrangements to
guide a multi-sectoral, ‘across-government’ approach to Child Protection in Sri Lanka. It also
specifies an operational definition of child protection, including desired outcomes and
recommended approaches to guide the development of plans and actions to be implemented

across government.

The framework set out by the National Policy on Child Protection (NPCP) will be put into
effect through the implementation of a multi-sectoral, multi-stakeholder 5-year National
Action Plan on Child Protection (NAPCP) to be developed through the collaboration of all
relevant government Line-Ministries, Provincial Ministries, Departments and other state
institutions to specify relevant priority actions to be implemented by these to contribute to key

child protection outcomes.

The content of the NAPCP may be incorporated within broader government action plans, such
as a National Action Plan for Children (NAPC) or National Human Rights Action Plan
(NHRAP). This document outlines the process for development of the National Action Plan

on Child Protection.

The main purpose of the policy is to provide a common vision, definitional clarity, policy
goals, guiding principles and a conceptual framework to guide multi-sectoral, multi-agency
child protection activities ‘across government’. It also provides a framework for monitoring
and evaluation of outcomes and impact of child protection. The policy identifies priority areas
to be addressed for the protection of children in Sri Lanka. It also identifies the key stakeholders
in child protection. Finally the policy will become the basis for articulating a National Action
Plan for Child Protection to guide provision of child protection services and prevention efforts,

and facilitate reforms towards the creation of a coherent child protection system for Sri Lanka.
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Rationale

Protection threats to children, such as physical, psychological and sexual abuse, neglect,
exploitation and other forms of maltreatment cause serious suffering to individual children and
often has grave consequences for their development and attainment of their full potential.
These impacts not only have lifelong and inter-generational implications for the social,

economic and health status of affected children, their families and wider society.

The government has recognized the need to establish a broad National Child Protection Policy
to bring together efforts by multiple government stakeholders (and also non-government
actors) working in area of relevance to promotion, prevention and responses within child
protection. The policy links other relevant policies of the government in place and in the
process of being developed such as the alternative case policy and the family policy that has a
direct link to protection. Recognising the important advances that have been made in the area
of child protection services, this policy aims to harmonise the activities of all relevant

stakeholders to prevent and respond to children protection issues.

This policy outlines the vision of the Sri Lankan government in relation to the critical need to
ensure the protection of children, and establishes specific goals for this to be achieved. The
policy will be implemented through multi-sectoral, multi-level, coordinated interventions

across government and also involving civil society, private sector and media stakeholders.

The policy sets out the guiding principles that must inform all child protection interventions as
well as other relevant policies, programmes and actions that have implications for child
protection. Recognising that incorporation of child protection considerations in other sectors
will require time, resources and technical engagement, the policy also provides a means by
which its goals and principles will be progressively realised, through the mechanism of 5-year

National Action Plan for Child Protection.

Successful implementation of this policy will ensure delivery of effective services and secure
a supportive environment that prevents and reduces harm to children from a wide range of
threats to their protection, and promotes their safe and healthy development, with benefits to

individuals, families and wider society.
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Vision and Goals of the National Policy on Child Protection

Overall Policy Vision: All children in Sri Lanka are protected from abuse, exploitation,
neglect and other forms of violence and harm, and affected children receive appropriate care

and support as they develop into adulthood.

Policy Goal 1: All State stakeholders adopt evidence-based policies and programmes that
uphold the principles of child protection and address the multiple fundamental factors that put
children at risk of abuse, exploitation, neglect, and other forms of violence and harm, and
empower families and children with the capacity to protect themselves and fostering resilience

to adverse experiences.

Policy Goal 2: All relevant stakeholders adopt policies and programmes to ensure families and
communities have capacity to provide appropriate care and support to survivors of childhood

abuse, exploitation, neglect and other forms of violence and harm.

Policy Goal 3: All State stakeholders develop within their institutions the skills, knowledge
and attitudes specific to the child protection component of their primary focus and within the
shared national framework of child protection and its principles to ensure that the policies and

programmes that are implemented fulfill the spirit of this national policy.

Policy Goal 4: A quality, accountable and well-coordinated system provides targeted services
for at-risk families and children to prevent and reduce abuse, exploitation, neglect and other

forms of violence and harm

Policy Goal 5: A well coordinated, well resourced and responsive system of direct child
protection services to ensure that children who experience abuse, exploitation, neglect and
other forms of violence and harm are protected and provided care and support to ensure their
wellbeing and development into adulthood, in the context of family-based care wherever

possible.
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Guiding Principles and Values

The following principles and values will guide the implementation of this policy, and must be
considered when undertaking any actions with implications for the protection of children.
These principles and values are relevant to all stakeholders working with children, including
government, civil society, private sector and media. These principles and values are
underpinned by Sri Lankan law (see Annex 1), Sri Lanka’s commitments under international

law (see Annex 2), and by best practices in the field of child protection globally.

Right to Life, Freedom, Wellbeing and Development

Every child has the right to life, liberty and security of person as well as opportunities for
equitable wellbeing and development. No child shall be subjected to abuse, neglect or forced
labour. No child shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or
punishment, and persons under 18 years of age shall have the right to recognition everywhere

as a child before the law.

Equality, Diversity and Non-Discrimination

The Government shall address structural inequalities and systemic problems that put children
at risk, including out-dated and harmful approaches inherited from colonial ‘poor laws’. Non-
discrimination and substantive equality shall be central pillars in the child protection policy
where every child, especially those who are marginalised or survivors of violence, shall be
entitled to services and support irrespective of socio-economic status, religion, ethnicity,
gender, sexuality, disability, nationality and the state strongly recognises that all children in Sri

Lanka have a right to equitable outcomes.

The Best Interests of The Child
All decisions affecting the lives of the children must give primary consideration to the best

interests of the relevant child. Determination of what is in the best interests of a particular

child will include assessment of both short and long-term risks of harm to the safety, wellbeing
and developmental needs of the child related to each of the possible actions or decisions that
will impact her or his life. In addition to assessing potential threats in each specific context

and circumstance, it is important to also review available resources and supports associated
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with different options for intervention. These factors being considered during a best-interest
determination will be dynamic, so it is vital that there is routine monitoring and review of the

situation of the child.

When considering best interest, the Government shall consider balancing risks with short and
long term benefits to the child. No intervention on a child shall take place if such intervention
violates the ‘do no harm’ principle. Furthermore, the child’s view shall always be considered

in determining best interest of the child in line with evolving capacity of each child.

Participation of Children

All children have the right to participate in decisions that affect their lives. The nature of
children’s participation must take into account the evolving capacity of the child with
developmental age and experience. Effective participation may require an appropriate process
by which children can acquire the knowledge and skills to engage with decision-making to
their fullest potential.

Persons with close caregiving responsibilities in relation to affected children must also
participate in decision-making processes, unless there is a compelling reason not to permit this

(ie. if a caregiver is the perpetrator, or is suspected of complicity).

Child participation shall be informed child participation recognizing the child’s right to
autonomy and giving due weight to probabilities of risks to suffer harm. It shall be stand alone,
but a process of engagement with a depth understanding and engagement. The participation
may range from a consultative, opinion seeking process to a process of full decision making
on behalf of the child.

The Government recognizes that child participation may require support to build in capacity of
the child and that those closest to children should also be involved in child participation
processes unless there is a good reason not to do so (ie. such as in the case where a caregiver

is the perpetrator, or suspected of involvement in harm to the child).

The participation of children will also be ensured within programme and policy processes that
relate to their lives, through appropriate and meaningful child-friendly processes for relevant
child stakeholders.
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5. Family as a Primary Unit of Care and Protection of Children
The Government recognises the role of the families as a key social institution to protect, nurture
and care for children. The state shall recognise the diverse forms of families in an evolving
social context, and recognising the specific strengths and weaknesses of every individual
family to appropriately support and nurture protection of its children. Where there are risks to
children from within their families, the preference will be for removal from the family of the
adults who pose a threat rather than the children. Institutionalisation of children shall be a last
resort and shall not be done except under extremely compelling circumstances — on the basis
of a best interests determination - and where necessary, will be for as brief a time period as

possible.

6. Prevention, Promotion and Response Approaches to Protection of Children
The Government recognises that in addition to its particular responsibility to respond to
children who are victims of violence, exploitation, neglect or other forms of abuse or who are
at risk of harm, it has an equally key role in preventing and mitigating risks to all children in
Sri Lanka. Any child may experience threats to their protection, and so it is necessary to put
in place universal prevention measures for all children in Sri Lanka that can help reduce their
likelihood of experiencing harm. Empowering children with skills and knowledge to face life’s
challenges, equipping their caregivers with parenting skills, fostering systems of community
supports and improving access to services can reduce vulnerability and promote children’s
resilience even if they do experience adverse events. In addition, where specific social and
economic factors might make some children especially vulnerable to particular kinds of harm,
the government recognises it has a role to play in addressing these determinants with prevention
programmes that target particular categories or groups of children. Where individual children
or families are identified to be at risk, there is a need for services to intervene or provide support
tailored to these specific circumstances to try to prevent or minimise the harm to the particular
children. Where children have already faced abuse, exploitation, neglect or other kinds of
violence, the government has an obligation to respond to secure the safety of the child and to
provide care and support required to help the children recover from their experiences,

recognising that this may take considerable time.
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7. Multi-Sectorial, Multi-Stakeholder Responsibility Requiring Coordination and

Cooperation

The Government recognizes that the protection of children is not a function of any individual
state institution but rather that of many diverse agencies that have different complementary
roles and responsibilities in a muti-sectoral system. Ensuring clarity around these functions
and establishing effective procedures and systems for coordination and cooperation between
different state institutions is vital for the protection of children. The Government is committed
to a systemic approach for protecting children, mobilising all relevant state institutions to play
their role in prevention of all forms of violence and harm, promotion of safety and resilience,
and provision of care and support services where required. The Government also recognises
the need to work in partnership with children, families, communities, non-government, private
sector and media organisations to achieve the outcomes that it envisages for children in Sri
Lanka.

Life-Cycle Approach

A life-cycle approach recognises that the issue of child protection involves not only linkages
between childhood experiences and their potential impacts and outcomes at later stages of both
childhood and adult life, but also the inter-generational nature of the life-experiences of adults
and consequences that these may have for their own quality of parenting or treatment of other
children. For example, children who experience victimisation may have difficulty in child-
rearing themselves and the state is committed to take a life cycle approach towards child
protection. Similarly, exposure to domestic violence between parents may have a profound
impact on the wellbeing of children, including on their likelihood of being either perpetrators

or victims of violence in childhood or as adults.

Privacy of Children and the Media

Privacy and confidentiality related to individual or groups of specific children shall be
maintained at all times in the context of service provision and sharing of public information.
The state actively discourages reporting on individual instances of child abuse as a general rule
over mass media. In instances where there is compelling evidence that the benefit of reporting
prima facie is much more than non-reporting (such as locating a missing child), the media may
report on specific cases of child abuse. Reporting on child victims or vulnerable children in a
manner that can reveal their identities or place them at greater risk shall not take place under

any circumstance.
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Evidence Based Practice and Policy

Policies, programmes and activities to prevent, protect and support the recovery of children
from harm shall be designed and implemented on the basis of quality research evidence from
Sri Lanka and within the global research literature. In addition, there will be systematic
monitoring and formal evaluation of these policies, programmes and activities to ensure that
they are effective in achieving their intended goals, especially at the level of impact on the lives

of children.

Accountability and Professionalisation of Child Protection Services

Policies, programmes and operational procedures (ie. duty lists, circulars, best interests
determinations, etc) will incorporate means of ensuring accountability of all stakeholders (at
both individual and institutional levels) for their respective roles in relation to the protection of
children, including adherence to relevant codes of conduct on child protection and other
government guidelines. This will include mechanisms and processes for accountability
between state institutions relevant to children. State institutions relevant to child protection will
also establish internal monitoring and oversight mechanisms to ensure their accountability to

the children, families, institutions and communities with whom they are mandated to work.

Specialized child protection services require technical personnel with appropriate skills,
knowledge and support systems. The state recognizes that appropriate recruitment, pre-service
training, in-service training and continuing professional development is fundamental to
ensuring quality service provision. The government recognises the need to professionalise all
specialised child protection roles, including personnel currently in service and those recruited
in the future. Other categories of personnel playing supportive or non-specialised roles in
relation to child protection must also have appropriate training and support. The government
commits to ensuring necessary institutional support (ie. transport, supervision, staff care,
equipment, etc) to child protection service providers to carry out their work with children,
families and communities, including measures to protect and respond to burn-out and other
work-related consequences. There will be mandatory background checks and appropriate
psychological screening for all persons working with children, which will standardize across
all government institutions, to protect against risks of abuse or inappropriate persons being

placed in positions of responsibility or power over children.
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12. Accessibility

Children and their families are entitled to access services and programmes to promote and
respond to child protection needs. These services and programmes must be available, of good
quality, accessible (in terms of cost, physical location, information and non-discrimination),
and acceptable to children and families, for example following child & family-friendly
procedures. The principle of accessibility also entails outreach and building the capacity of

children and families to access services when needed.
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National Policy Framework for Child Protection
The following section presents frameworks that can help plan, monitor and coordinate
services and activities across government to prevent and respond to protection threats to

children in Sri Lanka

Frameworks for Child Protection in Sri Lanka

Conceptual Framework for Child Protection Activities
This framework conceptualizes four different levels of interventions/actions that can be

undertaken by state institutions to secure the protection of children in Sri Lanka

10

Enabling

Legislative, Policy

and Institutional Services for
Environment to Child Victims/

i Survivors
implement

Actions for Child

Protection Targeted Services for At-Risk

Families and Children
(including Child Victims/
Survivors)

Prevention Policies & Programmes to Address
Key Socio-Economic Determinants and Risk
Factors at Family and Community-level

All children in Sri Lanka are protected from abuse, exploitation, neglect and other
forms of violence and harm, and affected children receive appropriate care and
support as they develop into adulthood.
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Level 1: Universal Programmes to Promote Safety and Resilience

These are State programmes and services across multiple sectors and domains (ie. public
education, nutrition and public health, education, rule of law, etc) provided to all citizens that
actively contribute both directly and indirectly to promoting safety and development of

resilience in children.

Level 2: Prevention Policies & Programmes to Address Key Socio-Economic Determinants

and Risk Factors at Family and Community-level

These are State programmes and services that target specific communities or vulnerable groups
to prevent or mitigate socio-economic factors that increase protection risks for children (ie. a
programme within social welfare provisioning for single parent families), or those which target
specific groups of families or communities to prevent or mitigate social and other factors that
increase protection risks for children (ie. a programme to support a specific community to

reduce early marriage practices).

Level 3: Targeted Services for At-Risk Families and Children (including Child

Victims/Survivors)

These are services that specifically target individual families or children who are identified as
being at high risk of harm, or those who have been harmed in the past and remain vulnerable
as a result of this (ie. social worker support to family where child is at risk of exposure to
domestic violence; intervention with school teachers, parents and peers of a child victim of
abuse to support their reintegration to education and reduction of stigma).

Level 4: Services for Child Victims/Survivors

These are state and non-state services that are provided to children who have experienced harm
for their immediate protection, care and recovery (ie. child-sensitive processes within judicio-
legal response to child abuse; protective care for children at risk in their homes or

communities).
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Components of Sri Lanka’s National Child Protection System

12

Although there is currently no formal-definition of a national child protection system for Sri

Lanka, this policy seeks to set out a framework through which diverse state institutions that

play a direct and indirect role in relation to the protection of children can recognize their

complementary roles from a systemic perspective.

State sector

(Note that existing
Ministries and
Departments may
have multiple roles
across sectors)

Level 1: Universal
Programmes to Promote
Safety and Resilience

Education

Health

Social Services &
Care

Law Enforcement,
Justice and Legal
Entitlements

Labour and Migration

Economic
Development

Media and
Information
Technology

Disaster
Management,
Resettlement and
Reconstruction

Other Public Services
(ie. Transport, etc)

Level 2: Prevention
Policies &
Programmes to
Address Key
Determinants and

Risk Factors

Level 3:
Targeted
Services for At-
Risk Families
and Children

Level 4: Statutory
Services for Child
Victims

Min of Education

Min of Health

Min of Social Services

Min of Justice
DPCC
NCPA

Ministry of Foreign
Employment

Min of Social Services

Ministry of Disaster
Management
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Implementation Mechanisms for the National Policy

The implementation of this policy will be achieved through the establishment of a high-level
National Steering Committee that will be responsible for coordinating and mandating child
protection action plans and their implementation across government.

Steering Committee for the National Child Protection Policy

The implementation of the National Action Plan will be overseen by a high-level Steering
Committee, with a national leader with executive capacity as patron (ie. President or Prime
Minister), chaired by the Secretary, Women and Child Affairs, and will comprise the
Secretaries of each of the relevant National and Provincial Ministries and other relevant senior
officials responsible for implementation of relevant subject areas. The National Child
Protection Authority will support the convening and functioning of the Steering Group, on
behalf of the Ministry of Women and Child Affairs.

Expert Panel to provide technical guidance and support to the Steering Committee

An independent body of technical experts convened by the NCPA will be appointed to guide
and monitor the implementation of the NAPCP in relation to its own objectives and this policy
framework. They will report directly to the steering committee group for the NAPCP.

Framework for National Action Plan for Child Protection

Guideline on Development of National Action Plan on Child Protection

The development of the National Action Plan on Child Protection (NAPCP) will be facilitated
by the NCPA, and will follow the guidelines below:

1) The initial NAPCP will be for a 5-year period, after which it will be succeeded by

another NAPCP for a further 5 year period — to cover the entire period of this policy.

2) The NAPCP will comprise components that relate to every National and Provincial
Ministry, Department and other state institution that has a direct or indirect relevance

to the protection of children or to their wellbeing and healthy development.

3) The NCPA will provide technical assistance and support to the above state institutions
in formulating their components of the action plan in line with the principles outlined
in this policy. The NCPA will support stakeholder institutions to coordinate and align
their plans with each other.
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4)

5)

The NAPCP will be an evolving process developed multilaterally and bilaterally with
stakeholder institutions. Given the scope of work entailed and complexities of
engagement with a large number of relevant sectors, this process will be progressive -
starting with ministries and departments that are most immediately relevant or prepared

to engage with this process.

The NAPCP will be submitted to the Cabinet for approval and resource allocation for

implementation.
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Priority Areas for Action to Protect Children in Sri Lanka

The National Policy on Child Protection highlights key priority areas where action is required
to better protect children in Sri Lanka. These priority areas have been identified through
consideration of recent National Action Plans, situation reviews and consultation processes.
Identification of ongoing and future detailed actions under each of these priority areas — as well
as others - will take place through the process for development of a National Action Plan for
Child Protection outlined in this policy document.

I.  Strengthening Institutional Arrangements for Child Protection

a. Establishing high-level inter-ministerial mechanisms to monitor and coordinate

government actions for child protection

b. Establishing effective inter-sectoral coordination mechanisms within and
between National, Provincial, District, Divisional and Grama Niladhari
Divisional levels to support implementing child protection actions being
undertaken at each level (ie. policy and programme development, responding to

individual cases, etc)

c. Clarifying roles and functions of relevant institutions and officers in relation to
child protection, to avoid duplication, ensure accountability and
complementarity, foster cooperation and maximize the effectiveness and

efficiency of services.

d. Restructure and reform institutional arrangements for child protection related
services in consultation with stakeholders at National, Provincial, District and
Divisional levels, to remedy structural barriers to effective functioning of child

protection systems.

e. Professionalize child protection services through upgrading technical capacity,

qualifications and career pathways for government officers performing
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specialized functions, and development of relevant training and certification for

non-specialist officers and personnel performing roles related to child protection.

f. Track National and Provincial Budget allocations for child protection,

disaggregated by implementing sector and by type of activity.

g. Ensure adequate budgetary allocations for financing of child protection activities
across relevant sectors, including but not limited to inclusion of child protection

considerations within schemes for poverty-alleviation.

h. Review of the status of physical capacity, minimum standards and quality of
infrastructure for Child Protection services and take remedial measures where

needed.

i. Establish and enhance mechanisms for effective coordination and cooperation
of government services at National, Provincial, District and Divisional levels
with external institutions (ie. community groups, non-government organisations,
private sector and international agencies) relevant to child protection working at

equivalent levels.

Il.  Review, Revision, Repeal, Formulation and Enactment of Laws, Policies and
Regulatory Frameworks relevant to Child Protection

a. Expedite ongoing processes and initiate actions for review, revision, repeal,
formulation and enactment of laws, policies and regulatory frameworks to
enhance child protection in Sri Lanka. They would include, but are not limited
to the following: Children Judicial Protection Bill, Early Childhood Care and
Development Policy, Policy on Alternative Care, Guidelines on Care and
Management of Child Victims, National Licensing Criteria for Child Care
Institutions, National Guidelines for Best Interests Determination for Children
at Risk, National Guidelines for Safeguarding Children during Crisis or

Emergency Situations, a Child Protection Code of Conduct for all government
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personnel working with children.

b. Establish an effective procedure for background checks and psychological
screening for all government officers and personnel who work directly with

children.

c. Ensure that formulation of policies and laws concerning children are informed
by systematic reviews of research and best practices from Sri Lanka and other

relevant contexts.

d. Carry out routine evidence-based reviews of how implementation of policies and
laws impact on the lives of children, so that government officials, policy-makers
and legislators can continuously improve policies and practices to achieve better

outcomes.

e. Ensure routine collection and analysis of disaggregated data on key performance
indicators across all services at every level of the child protection system,
including monitoring of outcomes for children at risk, in line with ethical

guidelines for ensuring the safety and privacy of children and families.

f. Establish systems and processes for knowledge management and learning within

key institutions, to continuously improve the quality of services.

I11. Expedite reforms to address well-established problems that continue to have

serious impacts on the lives of vulnerable children

a. Address secondary victimization and re-victimization of child victims, children
in conflict with the law and child witnesses within the criminal justice system,
through removing current sources of harm to children and implementing child

sensitive and child friendly procedures.

b. Reduce harm from children being placed in non-essential institutional care
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through prevention programmes and diversion, provision of quality alternative
care, and in instances when children must be placed within residential care,
ensure that institutionalization is for the minimum required time, meets
minimum quality standards for care and support, and that de-institutionalization
and reintegration back to safe family or community-based-settings takes place

as soon as possible.

c. Address marginalization, stigmatization and vulnerability of child victims of
abuse within community settings through targeted interventions and broad
programmes to enhance capacity of family members, peers, teachers and other

stakeholders to provide appropriate supports.

d. Establish appropriate support for migrants, their children and remaining family
members to assess, mitigate and respond appropriately to protection risks prior

to, during and following migration.

e. Establish programmes for children on the street to mitigate protection risks and
develop pathways towards diversion to alternative living / care arrangements and

learning opportunities.

f. Strengthen initiatives and systems to address protection threats to and recovery
of children affected by crisis events such as disaster and conflict in Sri Lanka.

g. Develop initiatives to address risks of abuse, neglect and other forms of harm to

children with disability within family, community and institutional settings.

h. Strengthen interventions to prevent and respond to all forms of child labour,

including the worst forms of exploitation and trafficking.
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Annex 1: List of Sri Lanka Laws Relevant to Child Protection (Walker et al, 2016)

1.

2.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

The Constitution (1978)

Children & Young Persons Ordinance No. 48 of 1939 as amended

Children and Young Persons (Harmful Publications) Act No 48 of 1956

Adoption of Children Ordinance No. 24 of 1949 as amended by Act Nos. 38 of 1979 and
15 of 1992

Age of Majority Ordinance No. 7 of 1865 as amended by Act No. 17 of 1989
Citizenship (Amendment) Act No. 16 of 2003

Civil Procedure Code (1889) and relevant amendments.

Civil Aspect of International Child Abduction, Act No. 10 of 2001

Penal Code and in particular Amendment Act No. 22 of 1995, 29 of 1998, 16 of 2006
Code of Criminal Procedure Act No. 15 of 1979 and in particular Amendment Act No 20
of 1995; 19 of 1997 and 28 of 1998

Convention on preventing and combating trafficking in women and children for
prostitution Act. No. 30 of 2005

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) Act No. 56 of 2007
Community Based Corrections Act No. 46 of 1999

Corporal Punishment (Repeal) Act No 23 of 2005

Drug Dependent Persons (Treatment and Rehabilitation) Act No. 54 of 2007

Education Ordinance No 31 of 1939

Prohibition of Ragging and other forms of violence in Educational Institutions Act No. 20
of 1998

Employment of Women Young Persons and Children’s Ordinance No 47 of 1956 as
amended

Evidence (Special Provisions) Act No. 32 of 1999
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20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

The Factories Ordinance No.45 of 1942

Marriage Registration (Amendment) Act No. 18 of 1995

Kandyan Marriage and Divorce (Amendment) Act, No. 19 of 1995
Youthful offenders Training Schools Ordinance No. 42 of 1944
Registration of Domestic Servants Ordinance No. 28 of 1871
Obscene Publications Ordinance No. 4 of 1927 as amended by Act No. 22 of 1983
Assistance to and Protection of Victims of Crime and Witnesses Act No. 4 of 2015
Mediation Boards (Amendment) Act, No. 4 of 2011

Prevention of Domestic Violence Act, No. 34 of 2005

The National Child Protection Authority Act No. 50 of 1998
Tsunami (Special Provisions) Act No 16 of 2005

Houses of Detention Ordinance (1907) as amended.

Maintenance Act No. 37 of 1999

Orphanages Ordinance (1941) as amended.

Probation of Offenders Ordinance No. 42 of 1944

Protection of Rights of persons with Disabilities Act No. 28 of 1996
Births and Deaths Registration Act No. 17 of 1951 as amended.
National Authority on Tobacco and Alcohol Act, No. 27 of 2006
The Shop and Office Employees Act No.19 of 1954

The Minimum Wages (Indian Labour) Ordinance No.27 of 1927
The Mines and Minerals Act No. 33 of 1992

The Trade Unions Ordinance No. 14 of 1935

The Legitimacy Act No. 3 of 1970

The Draft Children (Judicial Protection) Act
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The Constitution (1978):

The constitutional safeguards afforded to children in Sri Lanka are contained in the chapter on
fundamental rights (chapter 1) which recognizes, inter alia, the freedom of thought,
conscience and religion, freedom from torture, right to equality, freedom from arbitrary arrest,
detention and punishment, freedom of speech etc ... which are equally applicable to children
as well as adults. Taking affirmative actions for children as a special category that needs
protection has also been made possible by the Constitution wherein it is specifically set out that
the right to equality would not prevent making special provision by law, subordinate legislation

or executive action for the advancement of children as well as women and disabled persons.

Moreover, in chapter VI of the Constitution dealing with Directive Principles of State Policy
and Fundamental Duties, the responsibility of the State to promote with special care the
interests of children and youth, so as to ensure their full development, and to protect them from
exploitation and discrimination has been recognized. The State has to recognize and protect the
family as the basic unit of society and ensure complete eradication of illiteracy and the

assurances to all persons of the right to universal and equal access to education at all levels.

The Children & Young Persons Ordinance No. 48 of 1939:

The Children & Young Persons Ordinance (CYPO) is the principal legislation governing the
administration of juvenile justice in Sri Lanka. This act is applicable to two categories of
children, namely (i) children in conflict with the law and (ii) children in need of care and
protection who are under the age of 16 years. As more fully discussed below, although it is
now perceived that this law is now outdated, it has provided a valuable framework for the
children of Sri Lanka for several decades in the area of juvenile justice. Some of the salient

features of the CYPO are as follows;

. Recognizing the need for a special procedure for children in conflict and in
contact with the law and the establishment of special courts for children;

. Recognizing the confidentiality of proceedings in court (Section 11 and 20)
. Recognizing the welfare principle (section 21)

. Separation of children from adults (Section 13)
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. Need to summons parent /guardian to attend court (Section 16(1))

. Need to notify the Probation officer and the preparation of social report
(sections 17(1) and (2).

. Not sending children for adult remand prison except young persons in
exceptional circumstances (Sections 15 (1) and (2)

. Establishment of Remand Homes, Approved Schools and Certified Schools
(Part 111)

. Appointment of fit persons (Section 57)

. Identifying offences related to cruelty to children and exposing them to
moral and physical danger (Part V)

Children and Young Persons (Harmful Publications) Act No 48 of 1956, Penal Code
(Sections 285-287) as amended by Act, No. 22 of 1995, Obscene Publications Ordinance
No. 4 of 1927 as amended by Act No. 22 of 1983:

The legislation referred to above have been enacted to protect children from harmful
publications, selling and having in possession of obscene books/songs and obscene

photographs and films.

Adoption of Children Ordinance No. 24 of 1949 as amended by Act Nos. 38 of 1979 and
15 of 1992

The adoption ordinance provides procedures for the adoption of children and registration for
persons who are not the natural parents of the child but have the care, custody or control of
child, in the District courts. The provisions in the adoption ordinance apply in addition to and
not in substitution of the provisions contained in Kandyan and Tesawalamai laws. The Muslim
law does not recognise adoption and the adoption ordinance being a general law does not

abrogate the special Muslim law.
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Age of Majority Ordinance No. 7 of 1865 as amended by Act No. 17 of 1989

The age of majority is 18 years in terms of the Age of Majority Ordinance (1865) as amended
by the Age of Majority (amendment) Act No. 17 of 1989. The amending Act also states that
its provisions shall not be construed as affecting the right of any person under 21 years of age
to receive any benefit he is entitled to under any other law. The Age of Majority Ordinance
also recognizes the right of a person attaining majority before he reaches 18 years. Such a

situation arises by the grant of letters of venia aetatis at marriage or emancipation.

Citizenship (Amendment) Act No. 16 of 2003:

This Act enabled children to acquire nationality from both parents, whereas under the previous

law it was only the father who was able to pass on Sri Lankan nationality to children.

Civil Procedure Code (1889) and relevant amendments:

Procedure of Civil Courts is contained in the Civil Procedure Code (CPC). The provisions
related to children are contained in the procedure dealing with appointment of next friend (in
actions by a minor), guardian/ guardian ad litem (in actions against a minor), guardian (to take
charge of a minor), curator (to take charge of estate of a minor), and custody of a minor and

compulsory judicial settlement of accounts of a minor.

Civil Aspect of International Child Abduction, Act No. 10 of 2001

This Act has been enacted to give effect to the Hague Convention on the Civil Aspects of
International Child Abduction adopted at The Hague on 25th October 1980. The Hague
Convention on the Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction came into force in respect
of Sri Lanka on 01st December 2001 after Sri Lanka acceded to it and Civil Aspect of
International Child Abduction, Act No. 10 of 2001 came in to effect from 01st March 2002.
This Act provides for the return of children wrongfully removed from Sri Lanka or their

country of habitual residence and retained in any specified country or Sri Lanka. This Act also
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provides jurisdiction to the High Court of the Western Province to hear applications for the

return of children wrongfully removed to or retained in Sri Lanka.

Penal Code :

Criminal offences in Sri Lanka are specified in the Penal Code. In respect of child protection,
the amendments made to the Penal Code by Acts Nos. 22 of 1995, 29 of 1998 and 16 of 2006
are of paramount importance. The penal code amendment of 1995 introduced new offenses
related to children and redefined existing offences whilst also increasing the applicable
punishments. The offenses introduced/ redefined by 1995 amendment include, obscene
publication and exhibition relating to children, cruelty to children, grievous hurt, sexual
harassment, procuration, sexual exploitation of children, Trafficking, Rape (including
Statutory Rape), Incest, acts of gross indecency between persons and grave sexual abuse.
Another important provision introduced by the 1995 amendment is making publication of
matters relating to offences specified therein, which would result in identifying the victim, a
punishable offence (Sec. 365c¢).The offences specified includes sexual harassment, sexual

exploitation of children, Rape and Incest and grave sexual abuse.

The amendment made in 1998 to the Penal Code introduced further more offences related to
children and accordingly causing or procuring children to beg, hiring or employing children to
act as procurers for sexual intercourse and hiring or employing children to traffic in restricted

article were made punishable offences.

The Penal Code (Amendment) Act, No. 16 of 2006 extended the duty to prevent and report
child abuse and made debt bondage, serfdom, forced or compulsory labor, slavery and
recruitment of children for used in armed conflict a punishable offence. Moreover, the 2006
amendment redefined the offence of trafficking, introduced offences related to adoption and

made soliciting a child for the purposes of sexual abuse of a child a punishable offence.
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Code of Criminal Procedure Act No. 15 of 1979:

The criminal procedure is set out in the Code of Criminal Procedure Act. When amendments
are made to the Penal Code relevant amendments are also made to the Code of Criminal

Procedure Act.

Convention on preventing and combating trafficking in women and children from
prostitution Act. No. 30 of 2005:

This Act has been enacted to give effect to the SAARC Convention on preventing and
combating trafficking in women and children from prostitution. This act combined with Penal
Code (Amendment) Act No. 16 of 2006 has strengthened the law against child trafficking in
Sri Lanka. Section 360C introduced by the Penal Code (Amendment) Act No. 16 of 2006
adopts the wide definition of trafficking in the UN Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish
Trafficking in Persons. Section 358A has criminalized outstanding worst forms of child labour
as stipulated in the International Labour Organization (ILO) Convention No. 182: debt,
bondage and serfdom, forced or compulsory labour, slavery and engagement or recruitment of

children in armed conflict. (The former three apply to all persons, not only children).

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) Act No. 56 of 2007:

This Act provides that the best interests of the child shall be of paramount importance in all
matters concerning children whether undertaken by courts, administrative authorities,
legislative bodies or public or private social welfare institutions, and strengthened protection
for children in respect of birth registration, name and nationality and legal assistance.

Community Based Corrections Act No. 46 of 1999

Imposition of community based correction orders by courts in lieu of sentences of
imprisonment, suspended sentence of imprisonment or fine where the offence convicted does

not have a mandatory minimum sentence of imprisonment or the prescribed penalty is less than
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two years. Pursuant to community based correction orders the offender has to do unpaid

community work for a period prescribed by court.

Corporal Punishment (Repeal) Act No 23 of 2005

This Act repealed the Corporal Punishment Ordinance and also omitted the sentence of
whipping where it is included as part of a sentence to be imposed by courts in respect of any

offence committed under any written law.

Drug Dependent Persons (Treatment and Rehabilitation) Act No. 54 of 2007

This act provides for treatment and rehabilitation of drug dependent persons and related matters
including establishment of treatment centers and licensing of private treatment centers. It is
specifically mentioned in this Act that in the case of a minor, the parent or guardian can apply
for admission to a treatment center on behalf of the minor.

Education Ordinance No 31 of 1939 (as amended)

The national law on education in Sri Lanka is contained in this ordinance. Establishment of the
Department of Education and other administrative structures, specifying powers and functions
of officers attached to those structures, special provisions on estate schools and general
provisions such as prohibition of fees for admission to or education in government and assisted

schools are contained in this Ordinance.

Prohibition of Ragging and other forms of violence in Educational Institutions Act No.
20 of 1998:

This Act was enacted to eliminate ragging and other forms of violent and cruel inhuman and
degrading treatment from educational institutions. According to the Act, any person who

commits or participates in ragging, within or outside an educational institution upon conviction
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is liable to rigorous imprisonment for a term not exceeding two years. Such convicts may also
be required to pay compensation. If the ragging relates to sexual harassment or grievous hurt,

the offender will have to undergo rigorous imprisonment for term not exceeding 10 years.

Employment of Women Young Persons and Children’s Ordinance No 47 of 1956 as

amended:

This act has strengthened child labour law by increasing the minimum age of employment from
12 to 14 years, and prohibiting the employment of children under 14 while enhancing the
sentence for violation of this provision. This act has further classified the minimum age for
employment at sea (on a vessel) as 15 years; for training to take part in performances of a
dangerous nature as 16 years; for public performances endangering life or limb, prescribed

hazardous occupation and night work as 18 years.

According to this Act, a child may work in light agricultural or horticultural work before the
commencement of regular school hours or after the close of school hours, by his or her
parent(s)/ guardian(s); or in any school or other institution supervised by a public authority that

imparts technical education or other training for the purpose of any trade occupation.

In terms of the amendment No. 24 of 2006 to the said Act and the regulations framed thereon
under section 20A of the Act, employment of a male or female under 18 years in hazardous
work has been prohibited. By Gazette No. 1667/47 dated 20.08.2010, 51 types of work have
been published which are hazardous to both physical and mental health as well as the safety of

persons under 18 years.

Evidence (Special Provisions) Act No. 32 of 1999:

This Act has amended s Evidence Ordinance as well has provided for the court to receive
evidence of a child without causing an oath or an affirmation to be administered to such child.
This Act also provides for the video recorded interview with a child to be lead in evidence in

cases relating to child abuse.
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The Factories Ordinance No.45 of 1942:

According to the Factories Ordinance, children between 16-18 years should not engage in work
for more than 12 hours per day. They should not start work earlier than 6 a.m. and should not
work after 6 p.m. Maximum hours of work for a young person are 60 hours per week, including

overtime.

Marriage Registration (Amendment) Act No. 18 of 1995:

This Act raised the ages of capacity to marry for men and women in general law to 18 years.

Kandyan Marriage and Divorce (Amendment) Act, No. 19 of 1995:

This Act raised the ages of capacity to marry for men and women in Kandyan law to 18 years.

Youthful offenders Training Schools Ordinance No. 42 of 1944:

This Act provides for the establishment of training schools for the detention, training and
reformation of youthful offenders (persons who have attained the age of 16 years and who have

not attained the age of 22 years).

Registration of Domestic Servants Ordinance No. 28 of 1871 as amended by Act No 18 of
1936:

This is the only law in Sri Lanka related to Domestic Servants. This Act provides for the
registration of domestic servants. Under current law in Sri Lanka children over 14 years of age

can be employed as domestic servants.
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Obscene Publications Ordinance No. 4 of 1927 as amended:

Offenses relating to obscene publications are set out in this Ordinance. Accordingly
making/producing/having in possession/ importing ...etc obscene writings, drawings, prints,
paintings, printed matter , pictures , posters, emblems, photographs, cinematograph films or
any other obscene objects are made punishable offences by this Act. Publication of an obscene
article electronically is criminal offence under amended section 2 of the Obscene Publications
Ordinance. Therefore, this ordinance is important to prevent online sexual exploitation of
children. Furthermore, police and other law enforcement authorities file charges under the
Obscene Publications Ordinance (as Amended by Act, No. 22 of 1995 and Act No. 29 of 1998),
where school children or children under 18 years, are found with cell phones with pornographic

material, or providing children access to such obscene video films in internet cafes etc..

Assistance to and Protection of Victims of Crime and Witnesses Act No. 4 of 2015:

The Assistance to and Protection of Victims of Crime and Witnesses Act No. 4 of 2015
provides significant and high level of protection and relief to both victims and witnesses
including children. This Act sets out the rights and entitlements of victims of crime and
witnesses and provides for a mechanism to promote, protect, enforce and exercise such rights
and entitlements. These entitlements include the guarantee of prompt, fair and equal redress
such as restitution, compensation, reparation and rehabilitation of survivors of crime. The Act
also outlines the duties and responsibilities of judicial and public officers toward rights
violations and associated penal sanctions. The Act also provides a mandate for authorities to
adopt and implement best practices relating to protection of witnesses — including the

facilitation of audio-visual testimonies.

Mediation Boards (Amendment) Act, No. 4 of 2011:

This Act sets out that if a person under 18 years of age commits theft in respect of property the

value of which does not exceed Rs. 5000/- such matter has to be referred to mediation.
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Prevention of Domestic Violence Act, No. 34 of 2005:

This Act provides for protection orders to be urgently obtained to safe guard those suffering

and at risk of domestic violence including both women and children.

The National Child Protection Authority Act No. 50 of 1998

This Act provides for the establishment of the NCPA for formulating a national policy on the
prevention of child abuse and the protection and treatment of children who are victims of such

abuse and for coordinating and monitoring of action against all forms of child abuse.

Tsunami (Special Provisions) Act No 16 of 2005

This Act has provisions to deal with persons affected by Tsunami; special provisions for
Tsunami orphaned children regarding their guardianship, custody, foster care and adoption;

monitoring and evaluation of custody, foster care and recommendations for adoption.

Houses of Detention Ordinance (1907) as amended.

This Act provides for the establishment of houses of detention for vagrants. The word
“’vagrant’’ is defined in this ordinance to mean any person found asking for alms or any person
not being physically able to earn, or being unwilling to work for his own livelihood and having
no visible means of subsistence (excluding priests or pilgrims). Street children will be coming

within the preview of this Ordinance.

Maintenance Act No. 37 of 1999:

Maintenance of children (including disabled children) who are unable to maintain themselves
is governed by this Act. (This Act also applies to spouse and children over 18 years who are

unable to maintain themselves). Accordingly, where a parent having sufficient means neglects
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or refuses to maintain his or her child (including disabled child referred to as ‘disabled
offspring’ in this Act) who is unable to maintain himself/herself, the Magistrate can, after an
inquiry, order such parent to make a monthly allowance for the maintenance of such child at
such monthly rate as the Magistrate thinks fit. An application for maintenance of the
child/disabled child (disabled offspring) can be made by such child/disabled child (disabled

offspring) or any person who has custody of such child/disabled child.

Orphanages Ordinance (1941) as amended.

The registration and control of orphanages and other institutions for the boarding care and
maintenance of orphan’s and deserted children is governed by this Ordinance. The provisions

related to the establishment of Children’s Homes are also included in this Ordinance.

Probation of Offenders Ordinance No. 42 of 1944:

The law relating to the release of offenders on probation, the supervision of such offenders, the
establishment and administration of probation service is governed by this Ordinance. Under
this Ordinance the court, in appropriate cases, has the power to make a probation order in
respect of an offender in lieu of sentencing him to any other punishment. Appointment of
probation officers and duties of probation officers are also contained in this ordinance.

Protection of Rights of persons with Disabilities Act No. 28 of 1996:

The National Council for Persons with Disabilities (which is currently under the Ministry of
Social Empowerment and Welfare) is established under this Act. This Act provides for the
promotion, advancement and protection of rights of persons with disabilities in Sri Lanka.
According to this Act, no person with a disability shall be discriminated against on the ground
of such disability in recruitment for any employment or office or admission to any educational
institution and no person with a disability shall, on the ground of such disability, be subject to
any liability, restriction or condition with regard to access to, or use of, any building or place
which any other member of the public has access to or is entitled to use, whether on the payment
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of any fee or not. The term "person with disability" is interpreted in this Act to mean any person
who, as a result of any deficiency in his physical or mental capabilities, whether congenital or

not, is unable by himself to ensure for himself, wholly or partly, the necessities of life.

Births and Deaths Registration Act No. 17 of 1951 as amended:

The law relating to the registration of births, deaths and still-births is contained in this Act.

According to this Act birth registration is done free of charge.

National Authority on Tobacco and Alcohol Act, No. 27 of 2006:

This Act has been implemented with the intention of eliminating tobacco and alcohol-related
harm through different public health policies and their implementation. The important
provisions of the NATA Act are: Sales and promotion of tobacco products to any person under
twenty-one years of age prohibited, Advertising, promotions and sponsorship prohibited,
Vending machines prohibited, Health warnings made compulsory, Smoking prohibited in all
public places. The National Authority on Tobacco and Alcohol (NATA) was also established
by this Act as the pioneer government institution for the purpose of enactment of the legal

aspects for alcohol and tobacco prevention in Sri Lanka.

The Shop and Office Employees Act No.19 of 1954

Minimum age for employment in a shop or office is 14 years. A child between 14-18, who is
working in a shop or office, is not allowed to work before 6a.m. after 6 p.m. Males who have
attained the age of 16 years can work at night between 6p.m. and 10 p.m. in or about the

business of a hotel, restaurant or place of entertainment.

The Minimum Wages (Indian Labour) Ordinance No.27 of 1927

Minimum age of work according to this ordinance is 14 years.
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The Mines and Minerals Act No. 57 of 1981

Mine age is allowed for a person who has attained 16 years of age as long as the young person

provides a certificate of fitness to the manager of the mine.

The Trade Unions Ordinance No. 14 of 1935

A person should be at least 16 years to be a member of a trade union.

The Legitimacy Act No. 3 of 1970:

According to this act a valid subsequent marriage of the parents (except under the Muslim and

Kandyan Law) legitimizes any child bone prior to such marriage.

The Draft Children (Judicial Protection) Act:

The Draft Children (Judicial Protection) Act (CJPA) would repeal the Children and Young
Person’s Ordinance (CYPO) which was governing the administration of juvenile justice since
1939. While the CPYO includes some important protections for children, it does not provide a
particularly strong basis for the development of a child-centred, rights-based juvenile justice
system. Sri Lanka has acknowledged the need for juvenile justice reform and therefore has
drafted the Children (Judicial Protection) Act embracing a newer, more child-centered and
restorative approach to juvenile justice. Accordingly, the draft Children (Judicial Protection)
Act represents a fundamental shift in the conceptual approach to children in conflict with the
law, and in particular a shift away from arrest and containment approaches towards a system

based on diversion, rehabilitation and restorative justice.
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Annex 2: List of International Treaties and Conventions Signed by Sri Lanka (Walker et al,

2016)
Treaty Description Treaty Signature Ratification,
Name Date Accession(a),
Succession(d)
Date
1. Convention on the Rights of the Child CRC 26-01-1990 | 12-07-1991
2. Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of | CRC-OP- 21-08-2000 | 08-09-2000
the Child on the involvement of children in armed AC
conflict
3. Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of | CRC-OP-SC | 08-05-2002 | 22-09-2006
the Child on the sale of children child prostitution
and child pornography
4. Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of | CRCOP-CP
the Child on a Communication Procedure
5. Convention against Torture and Other Cruel CAT 03 -01-1994 (a)
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment
6. International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights ICCPR 11-06-1980 (a)
7. Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on ICCPR-OP1 1997
Civil and Political Rights : 1976
8. Convention for the Protection of All Persons from CED 10-12-2015 | 25-05-2016
Enforced Disappearance
9. Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of CEDAW 17-07-1980 | 05-10-1981
Discrimination against Women
10. Optional Protocol to the Convention on the 2002
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against
Women : 2000
11. International Convention on the Elimination of All CERD 18-02-1982 (a)
Forms of Racial Discrimination
12. International Covenant on Economic, Social and CESCR 11-06-1980 (a)
Cultural Rights
13. International Convention on the Protection of the CMW 11-03-1996 (a)
Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of
Their Families
14. Convention on the Rights of Persons with CRPD 30-03-2007 | 08-02-2016
Disabilities
15. Hague Convention on Protection of Children and 24-05-1994 | 23-01-1995
Intercountry Adoption
16. Hague Convention on Civil Aspects of International 28-09-2001(a)
Child Abduction
17. Minimum Age Convention (ILO Convention 11-02-2000
138,1973)
18. Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention ( ILO 01-03-2001
182,1999)
19. Convention Against Transnational Organized Crime 13-12-2000 | 22-09-2006
(2000)
20. (Palermo) Protocol to Prevent , Suppress and Punish 13-12-2000 | 15-06-2015
Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and
Children (2000)
21. AARC Convention on Preventing and Combating 2002
Trafficking in Women and Children for Prostitution
22. SAARC Convention on Regional Arrangements for 2002

the Promotion of Child Welfare in South Asia




%8 €® grcSe 43280
G Fmpieu] UTHISTIY S STTFML
National Child Protection Authority

&0z 330,5C0me®R) 00, @RedE, B £$wdblmynd, emided.
@6v. 330, HauHHHEHTL aid), TH6eUM, NFOIRUIEUTSHEIL].
No.330, Thalawathugoda Road, Madiwela, Sri Jayawadenapura, Kotte.

OO/ GFTanevBud) Bev / Telephone : 0112778911-14

oused | Guaerd/ Fax : 0112778915

B e / Westenehaed / Email : ncpa@childprotection.gov.lk
008 08w | @manwigsend / Web : www.childprotection.gov.lk



